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ANNOUNCEMENTS

-ADORATION ON THURSDAYS WILL BE CANCELLED UNTIL THE HVAC INSTALLATION
HAS BEEN COMPLETED.

RODEO CHICKEN BBQ FUNDRAISER RESULTS ARE IN! Most all of the income and expenses
have been accounted for and we’re estimating a profit of $58,059! Thank you to all who helped
with this major fundraiser, especially our chair people, the chicken coop group. Details of expens-
es and income are attached. If you have any questions please contact JoAnn Keeley at
dikeeley@stpaultel.com .

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? - Do you know someone who is? OCIA
(Order of Christian Initiation of Adults, formally RCIA) classes will begin on Thursday, September
18th from 6-7:00 PM in the conference room at the rectory. This course will teach and prepare
adults about the Catholic faith and prepare them to fully enter into the Church. A team of local pa-
rishioners will teach the classes, overseen by Father Christopher. If you have any questions
please call the parish office at 503-633-4611, or email stpaulparish@stpaultel.com.

ST. PETER’S ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT, SEPTEMBER 13, 2025 Registration is now
OPEN for one of the most anticipated golf events of the year! Join us for the 18th Annual Fr. Jim
Nibler Memorial Golf Tournament—a day filled with friendly competition, great company, and un-
forgettable moments on the green. If you have questions, contact Annell at 503-538-3399 or
Maureen at maureen.kuhlman@comcast.net.

We are also accepting sponsorships and donations for the raffle. You can deliver items to St. Pe-
ter Church at 2315 N. Main St., Newberg, 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

TOO GOOD TO TOSS rummage sale at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Newberg. Friday and
Saturday, September 19 & 20, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Proceeds of the sale will go toward the new
church building fund. Donations gratefully accepted.
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Homily — 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Today’s readings challenge us to reflect on the true cost of following
Jesus and the wisdom we need to live as His disciples.

First Reading — Wisdom 9:13-18

The author of the Book of Wisdom reminds us that human beings often struggle to understand even
earthly things. How much more difficult it is to grasp the ways of God! Therefore, we need the gift of
God’s Spirit to guide our hearts and decisions. This sets the stage for today’s Gospel: discipleship re-
quires wisdom, clarity, and God’s grace.

Second Reading — Philemon 9-10, 12-17

St. Paul writes a very personal letter to Philemon. He appeals with love, not command, asking Philemon
to welcome back Onesimus, a runaway slave, not as property but as a beloved brother in Christ. Here
Paul shows us that discipleship transforms relationships. In Christ, we are called to see others with new
eyes, with love and dignity.

Gospel — Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks strong words: “If anyone comes to me without hating father and mother... even his own
life, he cannot be my disciple.” This is not hatred in the sense of anger, but a Semitic expression mean-
ing that we must love God above everything else. Following Christ requires priority, commitment, and
sometimes sacrifice. Jesus uses two examples: a builder calculating the cost before building, and a king
preparing for battle. The point is clear discipleship is not half-hearted. It demands preparation, sacrifice,
and perseverance.

These readings remind us that:

1. We cannot rely only on our own wisdom—we need God’s Spirit to guide us.

2. Faith changes how we treat others, as Paul shows in his letter to Philemon.

Following Jesus is not about convenience—it is about total commitment.

Sometimes we want a “comfortable Christianity,” but Jesus asks for everything—our time, our choices,
our priorities, even our family ties when they stand in the way of faith. Discipleship is costly, but the re-
ward is eternal life with Him.

Life story of St. Francis of Assisi.

Today, let us ask ourselves: Have | calculated the cost of following Jesus? Am | ready to put Him first in
my life? With God’s Spirit guiding us, may we carry our crosses faithfully and joyfully, knowing that the
Lord is with us always.

Amen.
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