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ANNOUNCEMENTS

-OCIA classes will meet each Thursday at 6:00 PM in the conference room at the rectory. New students are
welcome to join through the end of September.

-MEN’S STUDY GROUP meets each Thursday evening in the rectory conference room at 7:00PM. Come and join us
as we study this wonderful Gospel of John. Questions? Call Ruben at 503-559-8665.

-HE’S HEARD THE CALL, WILL YOU ANSWER IT WITH HIM? Right now, 31 young men are preparing to dedicate
their lives to Christ and His Church — saying yes to a life of service, sacrifice, and love. But they can’t do it alone.
When you support the Seminarian Appeal, you walk alongside them on this journey — from their first day in semi-
nary to the moment they lay face-down before the altar at ordination. Your prayers lift them. Your generosity enables
them. Your gift today is a powerful act of faith — one that echoes in every homily, every hospital visit, every Mass
they will offer in the years to come. With your help, we can give these men the education, formation, and spiritual
guidance they need to become the priests our parishes are praying for.

-TOO GOOD TO TOSS rummage sale at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Newberg. Friday and Saturday, September
19 & 20, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Proceeds of the sale will go toward the new church building fund. Donations grateful-
ly accepted.

-MAPLEWOOD GRANGE OPEN HOUSE! Come visit, enjoy a free pizza dinner, play a game or two with the kids
and join in an easy American folk dance Sunday, September 21 from 4 to 5 PM. Chaps and Petticoats square dance
club will sponsor a square dance lesson afterward at 5 PM. We are a non denominational fraternal organization dedi-
cated to elevating the characters of our members and fostering community service and civil discourse, As John F.
Kennedy put it: "The thousands of Grange Halls which dot the nation, all of them community centers for civil, spiritual
and social activities, continuously enrich our open society" Maplewood Grange, 25480 S. Hwy 99E, Aurora, Ore-

gon For more details: www.maplewoodgrange.org
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Homily — 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, The Word of God this Sunday invites us to reflect deeply on our relationship
with money, justice, and loyalty to God. Each of the readings challenges us to live as wise and faithful stew-
ards—not only of our wealth, but of our values, relationships, and eternal priorities.

In the first reading from the prophet Amos, we hear a strong condemnation of those who exploit the poor. He
speaks of merchants who cannot wait for the Sabbath to end so they can return to their dishonest trade, using
false scales and manipulating the market for their gain. Amos reminds us that God sees injustice and hears the
cries of the oppressed. Even if society turns a blind eye, God does not forget the suffering of the poor. This
challenges us to look in-ward: do our choices and actions help the vulnerable, or do they contribute to their bur-
den? Do we see others as children of God, or as tools for personal profit?

In the second reading, St. Paul urges Timothy to pray for everyone, especially those in authority. His desire is
that we may live peaceful, just, and dignified lives. Paul reminds us that Christ is the one true mediator between
God and humanity, and that He desires all people to be saved. While the world often divides people into rich
and poor, powerful and powerless, Paul calls us to unity under Christ. Through prayer, we remain centered in
God'’s will and avoid being consumed by the temptations of wealth, status, or influence.

Then in the Gospel, we encounter the puzzling parable of the dishonest steward. At first glance, the steward
appears to be a criminal—and he is. But Jesus highlights not his corruption, but his decisiveness and foresight.
When faced with crisis, the steward acted quickly to secure his future. Though his methods were questionable,
he understood how to use worldly goods to build relationships and ensure a better outcome. Jesus uses this
example to teach us that we, too, must be wise and intentional in preparing for eternal life. He ends with a clear
and powerful warning: “You cannot serve both God and wealth.” Money itself is not evil—it is a tool. But when it
becomes our master, it leads us away from God. Wealth must serve the greater good, not dominate our hearts.

Taken together, these readings call us to live with integrity, generosity, and spiritual wisdom. Amos warns us
about the dangers of greed and injustice. Paul calls us to pray for a world governed by peace and fairness. Je-
sus urges us to use all our gifts—our time, talents, and material possessions—for God’s purposes, not just for
our own gain. In the end, only what is given in love will endure.

A beautiful example of this kind of faithful stewardship is found in the life of St. Katharine Drexel.

Dear friends, may we follow her example. Let us not be slaves to money or possessions, but faithful stewards of
all that God has entrusted to us. Let us use our blessings to lift others, to work for justice, to live in prayer, and
to serve with love. In a world that often values power and profit above all else, may we have the courage to
choose what lasts forever: love, mercy, and faithfulness to God.

Amen.
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