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ANNOUNCEMENTS

-Pray for the soul of Fr. Ed Coleman who recently passed. Father Ed was pastor of St. Michael in Oakridge and
St. Henry in Dexter and family and friend to many here in St. Paul. More information will follow as we receive it. Let us
remember Fr. Ed, as well as his family, loved ones, those he served and one another at the Altar and in our prayers.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May his soul and the souls of all the faith-
ful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

DAILY MASSES ARE CANCELED FOR WEDNESDAY EVENING & THURSDAY THIS WEEK, SEPTEMBER 17TH
& 18TH.

-ADORATION ON THURSDAYS WILL BE CANCELLED UNTIL THE HVAC INSTALLATION HAS BEEN COM-
PLETED.

-MEN’S STUDY GROUP will resume for the Fall on Thursday, September 18th at 7:00 PM at the rectory. We will be
reading the Gospel of John. Our guide through John will be led by Father Tim Peter’s, an assistant professor at Bibli-
cal Studies in Camarillo, CA. He has a background in biblical studies in theology at the Angelicum University in Rome
and a doctorate in biblical courses. Come and join us as we study this wonderful Gospel of John.

Questions? Call Ruben at 503-559-8665.

-The annual St. Paul Parochial School Raffle is currently underway. Prizes include $500 CASH, a gift certificate to
Eagle Crest Resort, Air Pods, a Camping/Tailgate bundle and gift card to Bullwinkles. Tickets are $10/each. FIVE
winners will be chosen. The drawing is September 26th at 1:45 PM. Need not be present to win If you'd like to pur-
chase tickets please contact the school at 503-633-4622 or any SPPS family.

-TOO GOOD TO TOSS rummage sale at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Newberg. Friday and Saturday, September
19 & 20, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Proceeds of the sale will go toward the new church building fund. Donations grateful-
ly accepted.

...Sacramental Prep information....

-First Reconciliation/First Communion Classes will begin the first week of October. The classes will be primarily
taught at SPPS during the school day with one class a month on Sunday after Mass with Father Christopher. A
parent is asked to attend the Sunday class with their student. If you are interested in your child receiving the sacra-
ments of First Reconciliation or First Communion, please sign up on the sheet at the back of the church.

-Confirmation students will resume classes on Sunday, September 21st following the 9:00 AM Mass. This will
begin the 2nd and final year of classes for students that were enrolled last school year. If your student did not par-
ticipate in last year’s classes they will begin their first year in Fall of 2026 for this two year course.

-ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? - Do you know someone who is? OCIA (Order of Chris-
tian Initiation of Adults, formally RCIA) classes will begin on Thursday, September 18th from 6-7:00 PM in the rec-
tory. This course will teach and prepare adults about the Catholic faith and prepare them to fully enter into the
Church. A team of local parishioners will teach the classes, overseen by Father Christopher. If you have any ques-
tions please call the parish office at 503-633-4611, or email stpaulparish@stpaultel.com. A sign up sheet is in the
back of the church.
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Homily — the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Year C

Today, on the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, we celebrate the profound mystery of
Christ’s sacrifice, a sacrifice that has transformed the Cross from a symbol of shame into one of
hope, victory, and eternal life. The readings help us understand the deep significance of the
Cross in God’s plan for our salvation.

In the first reading from Numbers, we see the Israelites suffering because of their sin. God in-
structs Moses to lift a bronze serpent on a pole, and anyone who looks at it will be healed. This is
a foreshadowing of Christ on the Cross—just as the Israelites were healed by gazing at the ser-
pent, we are healed from sin by gazing at Christ crucified. The Cross is not just a symbol of suf-
fering, but a remedy for our sin, bringing us healing and salvation.

In Philippians 2:6-11, St. Paul speaks of Christ’s incredible humility—though He was divine, He
emptied Himself and became obedient, even to death on the Cross. The Cross is where Jesus
reveals the fullness of His love. It teaches us that true greatness in God’s Kingdom is found in hu-
mility and self-sacrifice, not in power or status. As we face challenges in our own lives, we are
called to follow Christ’'s example of humility, trusting that through our own sacrifices, we too will
find exaltation.

In the Gospel of John, Jesus connects His own crucifixion to the story of the bronze serpent,
saying, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life.” The Cross is God’s ultimate act of love,
offering eternal life to all who believe. It is a sign not just for us individually, but for the whole
world. As Christians, we are called to carry the message of this love and salvation to everyone
around us.

Today, as we exalt the Cross, let us turn our contemplation to it—not just in moments of suffering
but in all moments of our lives. The Cross is a sign of God’s love, humility, and the promise of
eternal life. May we find healing, strength, and hope in its shadow, and, like Christ, may we em-
brace humility and love as we bring the light of the Cross to the world.

Amen.
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