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ANNOUNCEMENTS

-SEMINARIAN’S APPEAL THIS WEEKEND. Please use the envelopes in the pews or scan the QR
code below to make your gift to this important mission.

-NO WEEKDAY MASSES THIS TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY. The daily Mass on Friday
will be at 8:30 AM since there is no school. Father Christopher will be away at the annual priest convo-
cation, please pray for him.

-No adoration this week, regular adoration schedule will resume the week of October 13th.

-St. Paul Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, Wednesday, October 15 at 7:30 PM in the conference
room at the rectory.

-St. Paul Parish Finance Council Meeting, Thursday, October 16 at 7:00 PM in the rectory.

-OUT OF THE OFFICE- Father Christopher will be away October 20—November 7. He is travelling home
to India for a Jubilee celebration. The parish office will be closed October 20-27th.

-HVAC UPDATE- Our new HVAC system is now operational! Thank you for being so patient during this
long installation process. Thanks to all who contributed funds to make this project happen!! We look for-
ward to consistent heat this winter, and cool Masses next summer!

-FUNERAL MASS FOR CHARLIE MULLEN WILL BE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH AT 10:00 AM IN
THE CHURCH. Charlie was baptized in St. Paul and was a life long community member. Please pray for
his soul and for his family as they grieve. In lieu of flowers the family is asking donations be made to the
St. Paul Fire District.

-MEN’S STUDY GROUP meets each Thursday evening in the rectory conference room at 7:00PM. Come
and join us as we study this wonderful Gospel of John. Questions? Call Ruben at 503-559-8665.

-NEEDED: FULL SIZE BED—Father Christopher would like to create a guest space at the rectory and is
need of a full size bed frame, mattress and boxspring. If you would like to sponsor one of these items
please let Father or Kelly know. Thank you!

***************************************School S potl ig ht*************************************

Kindergarten
The theme for the kindergarten classroom this year is “Dream Big: The Sky

is the Limit”. One of the first activities that we did during the first week of school
was to come up with ways to “soar” in kindergarten. The students came up with
wonderful examples. Students said that they could “soar” by listening, being kind,
following directions, making friends, learning new things, being like Jesus, helping
others, reading, taking care of themselves, working as a team, and having fun!
After we discussed ways to “soar”, the students made their own hot air balloon
mosaic. It was a great way to start the year and | look forward to all the ways the
kinders will “soar” this year!



Homily — 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

“Faith That Perseveres and Serves Humbly”

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, our readings today remind us that faith is not just about be-
lieving when life is easy. True faith means trusting and persevering even when God seems silent
and serving humbly without needing praise.

In the first reading, the prophet Habakkuk cries out: “How long, O Lord, must | cry for help, and
you do not listen?” That is a prayer many of us recognize. When we watch the news—violence in
our streets, divisions in our communities, families struggling to make ends meet—it's natural to
wonder: Where is God in all of this? Habakkuk reminds us that “the just shall live by faith.” God
may seem slow, but He is never late. Faith means trusting in God’s plan for our lives, especially in
His timing, even when our vision is cloudy.

In today’s second reading, St. Paul encourages Timothy to “stir into flame the gift of God” within
him. Faith is not something we put on a shelf. It’s like a campfire—if we stop tending it, it grows
cold. Our lives can be so busy with work, school, sports, and endless schedules. Prayers can
easily slip into the background. But Paul urges us to rekindle the flame. Faith grows stronger
when we nourish it through prayer, the sacraments, and acts of service.

The Gospel reading shows the apostles asking: “Lord, increase our faith!”
Jesus responds that even a mustard seed of true faith can move mountains. It's not about how
much faith we have, but how deeply we are willing to trust in God. Then Jesus teaches about
humble service: “We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.” In today’s
culture, which values recognition, likes, and applause, Jesus calls us to something different—to
serve quietly, faithfully, and humbly. Because even if no one else notices, God notices. This is
mustard-seed faith: simple, steady, humble, yet powerful.

Today’s readings call us to three things:

Like Habakkuk, to trust God even when He feels silent.

Like Timothy, to stir into flame the faith God planted in us.

Like the apostles, to serve humbly without seeking applause.

May our faith be like the mustard seed—small perhaps, but alive, steady, and strong enough to
move the mountains in our lives. Amen.
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