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ANNOUNCEMENTS

-JoAnn Davidson has passed away. Her funeral Mass was Thursday, October 16th in the church. Please pray for
her and her family.

-OUT OF THE OFFICE- Father Christopher will be away October 20—November 7. He is travelling home to India for
a Jubilee celebration. All weekday Masses, and the Saturday 8:30 AM Masses are canceled until November 7th. On
November 7th Father Christopher will celebrate Mass at 2:00 with St. Paul Parochial School students. Adoration is
also canceled until November 11. The parish office will be closed October 20-27th. If you need to contact someone in
case of emergency between now and October 28th (anointing or a funeral) please contact Nancy Buyserie at 503-
508-2025.

-ORIGNIAL LOG CHURCH REPLICA—Thank you Dennis Fieger and Ruben Sisto for their many hours spent re-
caulking, sanding, painting, cleaning and partially re-building the replica of the original log church that stands just out-
side the main church entrance. We’re so thankful for your hard work to make the little log church look so fresh and
new again! Andy Fieger, Dennis’ late father, built the log replica 19 years ago. Prior to that a different replica stood in
it's place. There are a few finishing touches left to be done, but we will enjoy having the little church back in it’s rest-
ing place.
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Homily — 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today’s readings speak to us about the power of perseverance, especially in our prayer life and in living
our faith.

In our first reading from Exodus, we hear the story of Moses during a battle between the Israelites and
Amalek. As long as Moses kept his arms raised in prayer, the Israelites were winning. But as he grew tired,
the battle turned. So Aaron and Hur stood by his side and held up his arms until victory was won.

This scene reminds us that prayer is not always easy, it can be tiring, especially when we don’t see imme-
diate results. But just like Moses, we are not alone. God sends people to support us, to hold us up when
we are weary. And through it all, we learn that the battle belongs to the Lord, not to our own strength.

In the second reading, St. Paul encourages Timothy—and us—to stay rooted in the Scriptures. He says,
“Proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient.” This is a powerful reminder
that living the faith isn’t always easy or popular, but we are called to remain faithful, especially in chal-
lenging times. God’s Word strengthens us, corrects us, and gives us hope.

Then in the Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the persistent widow. She keeps coming to an unjust judge,
demanding justice. Even though the judge doesn’t fear God or care about people, he eventually gives in—
just because she refuses to give up. Jesus uses this story to teach us one simple but powerful message:
pray always and never lose heart. If even an unjust judge listens to persistence, how much more will our
loving Father in heaven respond to His children who pray with faith?

But notice, Jesus ends the parable with a question:

“When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?”

That’s a question for each of us today. Will He find us praying? Will He find us trusting? Will He find us still
holding on, even when life gets difficult?

This world is full of distractions, quick fixes, and short attention spans. But God invites us to be people of
steady faith—those who keep knocking, keep praying, and keep trusting even when answers are delayed.

Let us be like Moses, with hands lifted in prayer—even when tired. Like Timothy, rooted in the Word of
God. And like the widow, bold and unwavering in faith. May the Lord strengthen us, and may He indeed
find faith in our hearts when He comes. Amen.
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