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ANNOUNCEMENTS

-FUNERAL MASS FOR CHARLIE MULLEN WILL BE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH AT 10:00 AM IN THE
CHURCH. Charlie was baptized in St. Paul and was a life long community member. Please pray for his soul and for
his family as they grieve. In lieu of flowers the family is asking donations be made to the St. Paul Fire District.

-St. Paul Parochial School Advisory Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 14th at 7:00 PM in the school staff
room.

-St. Paul Parish Pastoral Council Meeting, Wednesday, October 15th at 7:30 PM in the conference room at the
rectory.

-St. Paul Parish Finance Council Meeting, Thursday, October 16th at 7:00 PM in the rectory.

-OUT OF THE OFFICE- Father Christopher will be away October 20—November 7. He is travelling home to India for
a Jubilee celebration. The parish office will be closed October 20-27th.

-MEN’S STUDY GROUP will not meet this week, Thursday, October 16th.

-ORIGNIAL LOG CHURCH REPLICA—Thank you Dennis Fieger and Ruben Sisto for their many hours spent re-
caulking, sanding, painting, cleaning and partially re-building the replica of the original log church that stands just out-
side the main church entrance. We’re so thankful for your hard work to make the little log church look so fresh and
new again! Andy Fieger, Dennis’ late father, built the log replica 19 years ago. Prior to that a different replica stood in
it's place. There are a few finishing touches left to be done, but we will enjoy having the little church back in it’s rest-
ing place.

-NEEDED: FULL SIZE BED—Father Christopher would like to create a guest space at the rectory and is need of a
full size bed frame, mattress and boxspring. If you would like to sponsor one of these items please let Father or Kelly
know. Thank you!

Women's Saints and Souls Retreat at Mount Angel Abbey and Saint Benedict Guesthouse and Retreat Cen-
ter, October 31- November 2, 2025.

WHAT: Women's Saints & Souls Retreat "Follow the Footsteps of Faith: Saintly Wisdom" with Catholic Speaker Dina
Marie Hale of Faith Moments™

WHERE: Saint Benedict Guesthouse and Retreat Center at Mount Angel Abbey

WHY': Make this retreat a special date with Jesus to set aside your concerns and REST in the loving and merciful
arms of Christ. --He is waiting for you!

MORE: This retreat provides time for personal reflection on the beautiful campus of Mount Angel Abbey, confer-
ences, adoration and confession, prayer with the Monks, daily Mass, a private room and bath with a stunning view of
the Willamette Valley and delicious meals in the Guesthouse Dining Room.

SPECIAL NOTE: FAITH MOMENTS will host a special exhibit JUST FOR OUR RETREATANTS - A full size replica
of The Holy Shroud of Turin - known as the “the Gospel in cloth”. This is a rare opportunity to closely view what is
considered to be Our Blessed Lord's burial cloth.

TO REGISTER: www.dinamarie.org or call 503-380-2575 **Deadline to register is October 20th.
Come for what you need - come to encounter Jesus Christ - come to rest a while and renew your heart and soul for
your mission in life - TO GROW IN HOLINESS. With our theme, "Follow the Footsteps of Faith: Saintly Wisdom" we



Homily — 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Today’s readings center on gratitude, faith, and the right response to God’s mercy.

In the first reading, we hear about Naaman the Syrian, a foreigner and military commander who
suffers from leprosy. When he follows the prophet Elisha’s simple instruction to wash in the Jor-
dan River, he is healed. Naaman’s response is striking—not just his healing, but his gratitude. He
returns to thank Elisha and confesses, “Now | know that there is no God in all the earth except in
Israel.” His healing leads him to faith.

In the Gospel, Jesus heals ten lepers, but only one returns to give thanks—and he too is a for-
eigner, a Samaritan. Jesus asks, “Were not ten made clean? But where are the other nine?” Grat-
itude reveals the depth of our faith. The Samaritan recognizes that he has not only received phys-
ical healing but also encountered God’s mercy. And Jesus tells him, “Your faith has saved you.”

The other nine received healing but missed the chance for relationship—for the joy of knowing the
Giver, not just the gift. How often do we receive blessings, big or small, and forget to return to say,
“Thank you, Lord”? Gratitude is not just good manners—it is the heart of worship. Every time we
come to the Eucharist, we are doing what the Samaritan did—returning to give thanks. The very
word Eucharist means “thanksgiving.”

In the second reading, St. Paul reminds us that even when we are unfaithful, Christ remains faith-
ful. He never abandons us. When we are grateful, we live in that awareness—knowing that every-
thing we have and are comes from Him.

So today, the message is simple but powerful:

Be like Naaman—humble enough to obey and grateful enough to acknowledge God’s grace.

Be like the Samaritan—return to give thanks, not only for miracles but also for daily blessings.
And remember, our faith grows stronger each time we recognize God’s goodness and express
gratitude.

Let us, then, make every Mass, every prayer, every moment of our lives an act of thanksgiving to
the Lord who heals, restores, and saves us.

Amen.
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