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ANNOUNCEMENTS

-ADORATION ON THURSDAYS WILL BE CANCELLED UNTIL THE HVAC INSTALLATION HAS BEEN
COMPLETED.

-OCIA INSTRUCTORS MEETING, Thursday, August 28th at 6pm at the rectory. If you are interested in
helping with OCIA (formally RCIA) please attend this meeting.

ST. PETER’S ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT, SEPTEMBER 13, 2025 Registration is now OPEN for one
of the most anticipated golf events of the year! Join us for the 18th Annual Fr. Jim Nibler Memorial Golf
Tournament—a day filled with friendly competition, great company, and unforgettable moments on the
green. If you have questions, contact Annell at 503-538-3399 or Maureen at
maureen.kuhlman@comcast.net.

We are also accepting sponsorships and donations for the raffle. You can deliver items to St. Peter
Church at 2315 N. Main St., Newberg, 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

LIFE CHAIN, SUNDAY OCTOBER 5TH, 2025, 2:30-3:30pm. There will be two locations for Pro-Life sup-
porters to join for a one-hour prayer chain to raise awareness in our communities. People can stand along
Landcaster Drive near State and Lancaster, or at Broadway/Parkway in Salem. Signs are available at the
Walgreens on Lancaster or at Salem Evangelical Church on Locust Street.

SERVICE TO THE PARISH FOR SEPTEMBER

Saturday Sunday
Sept. Lector Usher/Greeter Sep. Lector Usher/Greeter |Eucharistic Minister
6/Annette Zacher Mike Murphy/ Sharon Davidson 7|Mike Coleman Nick Schneider/ Jim Mullen
Mary Ellen Steve Hiller/Andrew
13|Sue Coleman James Davidson/Doug Buyserie 14(Pohlschneider Pohlschneider Abby Pohlschneider
Rick Zielinski/Ken
20|Ruben Sisto Ben Smith/Kent Jackson 21|Steve Davidson Wolf Ariana Campos
27|Cy or Phil Coleman |AlKaufmann/John Kaufmann 28|Gary Vachter Todd Kock/Bryan  |lulia Fieger
Altar Care Altar Servers
Sept. Sept.| |Saturday Sunday
6| |[Theresa Wolf  [Shelly Wolf 6/7| |Nolan Kirsch Makenzie & Jack Counts
13| [Tori Wolf Amanda Davidson 13/14| |Fowlers Pohlschneiders
20| |Kathy Mullen  [Mary Ellen Pohlschneider| |20/21| |Makela Lozano Mullens
27| |Sylvia Melcher |Jamie Gonzalez 27/28| |Rita Pohlschneiders
Oct 4| |Kelly Mullen Kjerstine Vachter




Homily — 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, Today, Jesus gives us a wake-up call. Jesus isn’t trying to frighten us.
He’s trying to focus on us. As He journeys toward Jerusalem, someone asks Him, “Lord, will only a few be
saved?” But Jesus doesn’t give a number. He doesn’t offer statistics. Instead, He turns the question back to
each of us: Are you striving to be saved? Let us go further and reflect on the Narrow gate and wide gate.

The narrow gate is in which God wants to keep people out. It's narrow because it requires effort, humility,
and surrender. It's the gate of discipline -the path of love, forgiveness, sacrifice, and truth. We live in a world
that prefers the wide gate—the easy road, the comfortable path, the one that asks little of us. It is a free
wandering mind and heart. No self-discipline or principles. But Jesus reminds us: salvation isn’t passive. It's
not something we drift into. It's something we strive for. And that striving isn’t about earning. Salvation is a
gift. But we respond to that gift with our lives—with choices that reflect Christ.

In the first reading, God says, “| am coming to gather all nations and tongues.” This is a radical vision of in-
clusivity. God’s mercy is not confined to one people—it's for everyone. He sends messengers to distant
lands to proclaim His glory. And astonishingly, He even chooses priests from among the Gentiles. This re-
minds us: the Kingdom of God is expansive. It's not about who'’s in or out, it's about who'’s willing to respond.
It connects beautifully with Jesus’ image of people coming from east and west to recline at the table of the
Lord.

In the second reading, “The Lord disciplines those He loves.” Discipline isn’'t punishment, it's formation. Like
a loving parent, God shapes us through ftrials. And though it may be painful, it yields the “peaceful fruit of
righteousness.” This reading is encouragement for anyone going through hardship. It reminds us that suffer-
ing can be part of God’s loving plan to mature us. It's part of the striving Jesus speaks of. We’re not alone—
God is actively forming us for holiness.

This is the great reversal. God’s mercy is wide, but the response must be personal. It's not enough to be
near Jesus—we must know Him. Church attendance, rituals, good deeds—these matter, but only if they flow
from a living relationship with Christ.

So today, let’s ask ourselves:

. Am | striving to enter the narrow gate?
. Is my faith active, alive, and growing?
. Do | know Jesus—or am | just near Him?

May we walk the narrow path with courage, knowing that it leads to the wide embrace of God’s eternal love.
Amen.

St. Augustine’s life shows that God can help people change. He used to care only about things in the world
and had many problems. But later, he became a holy man. His story still gives hope to people today.
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