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-ADORATION ON THURSDAYS WILL BE CANCELLED UNTIL THE HVAC INSTALLATION HAS BEEN
COMPLETED.

-NO MASSES AUGUST 19-22.

-THANK YOU FROM FATHER CHRISTOPHER- A new air fryer, recliner and electric range/oven have all
been purchased for the parish. Thank you to the following sponsors: Dick & Nancy Buyserie, Marian Kuch,
Kevin Smith, Andew & Abby Pohlischneider, Jared & Rebecca Gray, James & Lindsay Stupfel, and Daniel
& Kelly Mullen. Your gift is greatly appreciated and will stay at the rectory.

We are still looking for some comfortable chairs to use in Father’s office as a reception/small meeting area.
If you are interested in sponsoring these, or have some in good condition you’d like to donate, please let
Father Christopher or Kelly know.

-PASTORAL COUNCIL OPENING— We have two spots to fill on the parish pastoral council. Per the
council bylaws “the purpose of the pastoral council is to investigate pastoral matters, to consider them
prayerfully, and to propose practical conclusions about them”. Meetings are monthly, usually on a Tuesday
evening. If you would like to be considered for a position please let Fr. Christopher know.

-FINANCE COUNCIL- The parish is seeking one member to join the finance council. This group meets
quarterly and advises Father Christopher on financial matters for the parish. Please let Father know if
you'd like to be considered as a candidate.

-SACRAMENTAL PREP— We kindly invite volunteers to come forward to help teach classes for First
Communion and OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults, formally RCIA). | will be guiding and
working alongside the teachers throughout these classes. The classes are scheduled to begin in Septem-
ber. Let us continue to work for the good of the Church. Thank you for your support and commitment. With
blessings, Fr. Christopher S. Rayan.



Homily — 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C - The Fire of Christ

Today, Jesus says something surprising in the Gospel: “I have come to bring fire to the earth.”
Then He talks about division—even within families. We may ask: Isn’t Jesus the Prince of Peace?
Why does He speak of fire and conflict?

Let’s look deeper. The fire Jesus brings is not meant to destroy. It is the fire of purification, pas-
sion, and commitment. It is the fire of the Holy Spirit—a fire that cleanses our hearts and makes
us strong in faith. Jesus wants us to have faith. And real faith changes us. It burns away fear, self-
ishness, and sin. It makes us brave and loving.

In the first reading, the prophet Jeremiah is thrown into a deep pit. Why? Because he spoke the
truth from God. His message made people uncomfortable. But God did not leave him alone—He
rescued Jeremiah. This shows us: speaking the truth can be hard, but God stays with us.

In the second reading, the book of Hebrews tells us to run with perseverance. We must keep our
eyes on Jesus. Faith is not easy. Even Jesus faced rejection and suffering. We must be ready to
do the same. Jesus does not want division. But He knows that truth can divide people. When we
follow Christ, some people—even in our own families—may not understand. That is the cost of
being a disciple. But it is also the way to freedom and eternal life. Let’s remember the early Chris-
tians. During the time of Emperor Nero, Christians were killed. Their homes and land were taken.
Sometimes, even family members betrayed them to protect themselves. It was a painful choice:
life or death, comfort or truth.

So what does this mean for us today?

. Are we willing to let Jesus’ fire burn away our comfort zones?
. Are we ready to speak the truth, even when others stay silent?
. Are we prepared to face rejection—not with anger, but with love?

Let’'s not be afraid of the fire. Let's welcome it. Because it is the fire that refines, the fire that
saves, the fire that leads us to eternal life. Lord, set our hearts ablaze. Make us strong and loving
witnesses to Your truth. Amen.

Saint deacon Lawrence.
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