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ANNOUNCEMENTS

-Thank you to Corey Bucheit, an SPPS parent, for donating his time and materials to install a new
countertop in the sacristy.

The Parish Pastoral Council will meet this Tuesday, July 29 at 7pm in the rectory.
The Parish Finance Council will meet this Thursday, July 31 at 7pm in the rectory.

SACRAMENTAL PREP— We kindly invite volunteers to come forward to help teach classes for First
Communion, Confirmation, and OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults, formally RCIA). | will
be guiding and working alongside the teachers throughout these classes. The classes are scheduled to
begin in September. Let us continue to work for the good of the Church. Thank you for your support and
commitment. With blessings, Fr. Christopher S. Rayan.

Thank you to those who quickly sponsored a new recliner, office furniture and air fryer for the rectory. We
are still looking for a electric flat top range/oven.

SERVICE TO THE PARISH FOR AUGUST

Saturday Sunday
Aug. Lector Usher/Greeter Aug. Lector Usher/Greeter |Eucharistic Minister
James Davidson / Doug Bill Murphy / Dick
2|Annette Zacher Buyserie 3|Mike Coleman Ernst Ariana Campos
Mary Ellen Sean Connor/
9|Sue Coleman Ben Smith / Kent Jackson 10(Pohlschneider Jackson Julia Fieger
Mark Stupfel / Dick
16|Ruben Sisto Al Kaufmann / John Kaufmann 17|Steve Davidson Buyserie Nancy Dale Buyserie
23|Cy or Phil Coleman |Dan Keeley / Del Zacher 24|Gary Vachter Vince / Shelly Wolf |Karren Pohlschneider
Paul Charron / Billy
30|TheresaWolf Randy Ernst / Jim Wolf 31{John Brentano Merten Dan Mullen
Altar Care Altar Serving
2| |Anne Wylie Karren Pohlschneider August| |Saturday Sunday
9| |Kathy Charron |Rose Merten 2/3| |Nolan Kirsch Pohlschneiders
16| |Connie Davidson |Georgene Bernards 9/10| |Fowlers Mullens
23| |Sara Weisz Nancy Davidson 16/17| |Makaela Lozano Makenzie & Jack Counts
30| |Cindy Smith Marian Kuch 23/24| |Rita Pohlschneiders
30/31| |Fowlers Mullens




Homily — 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today’s readings help us understand something very important: how to pray and why we pray. Prayer is
not just about words; it's about relationship — with God, who listens like a loving Father.

Prayer can take many forms — it can be silent or spoken, sung or even expressed in stillness. Jesus once
said, “Go to your inner room and pray in secret.” But today, in the Gospel, He teaches us not just where to
pray, but how. When the disciples ask Him, “Lord, teach us to pray,” Jesus gives us the Our Father. It is a
perfect prayer. In it, we call God “Father” — a sign of deep trust. We ask for our daily needs, forgiveness,
and protection. And Jesus reminds us that God hears us, just like a good parent hears their child.

Jesus also tells a story about a man knocking on a friend’s door at midnight, and another about a father
giving good things to his child. These stories teach us to be persistent — to keep asking, keep trusting.
God always gives what is truly good, especially the Holy Spirit, who strengthens our hearts and guides
our lives.

In the first reading, Abraham gives us an example of bold prayer. He speaks to God with courage, pleading
for the people of Sodom. He doesn’t give up. He dares to ask again and again, because he knows God is
just — but also merciful. Abraham shows us that interceding for others is one of the most powerful forms
of prayer.

Then, in the second reading, St. Paul reminds us that we are already united with Christ through baptism.
Jesus has forgiven our sins and nailed our failures to the Cross. Because of this, we can approach God
not as strangers, but as His beloved children.

Dear friends, Today, Jesus invites us to trust more deeply in prayer. Let us pray like Abraham — with hon-
esty and boldness. Let us pray like Jesus — with trust and love. Let us ask for the Holy Spirit — who fills
us with faith, peace, and strength. Let us forgive others, as God has already forgiven us. And above all, let
us remember:

God is listening. He knows our needs. He gives what is best — in His time, in His way. Amen.
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